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Now more than
700 local and
State Leagues

A Located in all 50
states as well as In
DC, the Virgin
Islands and Hong
Kong

A Men have been
members since 1964
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NOVEMBER GENERAL ELECTION

Friday September 18:
Absentee voting begins

m Tuesday, October 13: Last day to
register or update your registration
before the general election.

S8 Friday, October 23: Last day to apply
online, by fax or by mail for an absentee
ballot. Applications must be submitted
no later than 5 p.m.

R saturday, October 31: Last day to apply
in person and vote by absentee ballot at
your local Voter Registration office,

©29 DEADLINES

Monday, November 2: Last day to request an
emergency absentee ballot, if criteria are met

Tuesday, November 3: Election Day. Polls
open at 6 a.m. and close at 7 p.m.

Friday, November 6: Mail ballots postmarked on
or before Election Day must arrive at the local
general registrar's office by noon in order to be
counted.

Friday, November 6: Last Day for Provisional No ID
Voter to provide a copy of an acceptable ID or submit
a ID confirmation request via fax, email, mail or in
person at the local Voter Registration Office by noon.



What will we cover today? AN

Als democracy being threatened? VOTE
AVoter Suppression OR Barriers to Voting ? W
AFraud OR Myth ?

AConspiracies OR Facts?

AwWhat can YOU do?

Q & A in CHAT BOX
at the end
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Is American democracy In trouble?
Or do we have 50 different democracies?

nAt every moment iIin our history, powe
corrupt our political process for their benefit . Democracy survived because
a far greater number of Americans cam

A Si nc ethelnBndOr of Americans legally barred from voting has more
than doubled. Since the 1990s, your odds of living in a competitive
congressional district have fallen by more than half. . . The amount of
money spent on Washington lobbying has risen by more than 100 percent,
and in the last decade, the odds of a bill passing Congress have fallen to a
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David Litt in Democracy In One Book or Less DE
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Starting in 1965, the Voting Rights Act required many states
and counties to obtain pre-clearance from the Department of
Justice or Federal Court before changing voting procedures

due to their past voting right abuses.
Where voters needed the special protections of the Voting Rights Act of 1965

[ Stotes Covered as Whole by Section §
. Some Counties Covered by Section 5
FOR JUSTICE B Some Townships Covered by Section 5

BRENNAN
CENTER
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Democracy under attack since 20137
Deliberate? You decide.

Since 2013 40 state legislatures considered 200 different bills to make voting more
difficultd especially in neighborhoods of people of color and Americans with limited

English proficiency
A Strict voter ID requirements in 35 states
A 17 million voters purged from rolls

A 1688 polling places closed in previously protected countiesi resulting in long
lines

2020: 540,000 ballots rejected in 2020 primaries in 23 states (WP; 8/24/20)

* As a moratorium on evictions expires, about one-third of renters could face homelessness soon
and miss registration deadlines or never see the absentee ballots they were sent 8 a form of
voter suppression that's uniquely a consequence of the reeling economy.
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Long lines to wait to vote are by design - V/
polling places eliminated since 2013

Under Voting Rights Act,
these states would have
needed approval before
eliminating these voting

locations.

Simply moving polling
places can also make it
harder to vote — off college
campuses (FL) or away
from bus routes (GA).

http://civilrightsdocs.info/pdf/reports/Democracy-Diverted.pdf
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VOTER REGISTRATION

roughly 1 in 3 eligible voters NOT registered -

A When the Constitution was ratified, there was no such thing as voter registration.
Voter registration by individuals as we know it is not common in the rest of the world.
In most democracies, the government takes proactive steps to register every eligible
voter, which is why the voter registration rates are so much higher in countries like
Great Britain (97 percent), Mexico (95 percent), Canada (93 percent), Germany (93
percent), and France (91 percent)

Every state requires voter registration except North Dakota; rules vary by state

22 states now permit same-day registration

Online voter registration is permitted in all but 10 states
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College students also face unique barriers in exercising their franchise; registered at
home or college address?



30 million
names
purged
from

registration
since 2016

-

Purge Rate, 2016-2018
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Notes:

Data in the following states are aggregated here
to the county-level but are reported at the
sub-county level: CT, MA, ME, NH, RI, VT, and Wi
North Dakota does not have voter registration




Election 2020:n' Vot er s Ar e Hi ghly En
Nearly Half Expect To Have DifficultiesVot i ngo
Pew Research Center

AHuge voter turnout in 2020 expected

AStates will be challenged to complete timely counts of a
record number of mail-in ballotsd possibly 60 million

AA record 83% of voters say that the 2020 election really
mattersd including 85% of Democrats, 86% of

Republicans.
AAbout 6 in 10 Americans expect to vote absentee
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Say This: “barrier to the ballot” “discriminatory barriers”
“needless barriers”

Not This: “voter suppression”

Why: The term does not help most listeners understand the
problem and frames a story in a losing argument




Barriers to Voting Are
NOT NEW!

1788: Only educated white male property owners could vote (until 1850 in
most states)

1920: 19t Amendment & suffrage to White women; unmarried women with
property could vote in New Jersey-until 1807

1948: New Mexico & Arizona were last states to give voting rights to Native
Americans

A 1952: Asian-Americans gained right to vote

A 1965: Voting Rights Act ended Jim Crow laws (literacy tests, poll taxes),
KKK, intimidation & lynchings



