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ÅMore than 700 

local and state 

Leagues in all 50 

states - as well as 

in DC, the Virgin 

Islands and Hong 

Kong

Å14 local Leagues 

in Virginia

ÅMen are members 

too - since 1974

League - now 100 
years strong



DATES TO REMEMBER ïin Virginia

Tuesday, October 13, 2020
*Deadline to register to vote/update address
*Same-day registration to be implemented 2022

Friday, October 23, 2020 by 5 p.m.
Deadline to request an absentee ballot to be MAILED TO YOU

Saturday, October 31, 2020 by 5 p.m.
Deadline to request absentee ballot IN PERSON

TUESDAY, November 3, 2020
GENERAL ELECTION DAY: Valid ID with name & address needed 
Photo ID NO LONGER NEEDED
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What will we cover today?

The Fight for Voting Rights in America
Past, present & future

Å What the original 1787 Constitution included about 
voting 

Å How amendments transformed voting rights through 
the years

Å Answer your questions, submit in Chat Box

Again. . . THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING!



Benjamin Franklin understood 
the power of voting

ñThey who have no voice 
nor vote in electing of 
representatives do not 
enjoy liberty; but are 
rather enslaved to those 
who have votes.ò (1774)



MYTH & FACTS

Myth: 
ÅAmericans were GIVEN their voting rights.

Facts: 
ÅAmericans have FOUGHT for their voting rights since 

1787.
ÅVoting is NOT a privilege that states may observe at 

their convenience. 
ÅFounding Fathers were heavily influenced by John 

Adams who believed that neither men without property 
nor women should vote.



Does our 

democracy 

come with 

an 

expiration 

date?



National Constitution Center
Independence Mall, 525 Arch Street, Philadelphia PA

constitutioncenter.org

Check out the INTERACTIVE CONSTITUTION on their 
website and get on their email list. Their ñinteractive 
Constitutionò offers both conservative AND liberal 
interpretations.



U.S. Constitutional Convention
Philadelphia; May 25 - September 17, 1787

Å55 delegates from 12 states (none from Rhode Island)
ÅLess than half arrived by two weeks after the start
ÅNew Hampshire delegates arrived 2 months late
ÅOnly 35 delegates attended on a typical day
Å21 were military officers of the American Revolution
Å34 were lawyers
ÅBenjamin Franklin oldest at 81 
Å4 were in their 20s
Å29 held college degrees
ÅAbout 1/3 owned slaves



Thomas Jefferson certainly influenced the 

ideas included in the Constitution, but he did 

NOT help write it. He was not there.



Did you know that? . . .
Å The U.S. Constitution is the oldest and shortest (7762 

words) constitution in operation in the world. 

Å James Madison got credit for drafting the document, but 4 
months of compromise hammered it out and it did NOT 
have universal support from the delegates.

Å Only 39 delegates, representing 12 states, remained 
through the four months & signed the Constitution.

Å 5 of the states were ñslave statesò when slaves comprised 
about 35% of the population of those states, so this 
convention did NOT end slavery. 

Å 38 states allowed non-citizens to vote at some point-until 
1996



Rule of Secrecy; no leaks



Williamsburg well-represented at Convention
4 out of 7 Virginiaôs Founding Fathers (in blue)

Å James Madison: spoke more than 150 times during the Convention; rarely 
absent; the preeminent figure at the convention

Å George Mason: one of five most frequent speakers at the Convention; did not 
sign the Constitution

Å James McClurg: born near Hampton; W&M grad; attended Convention when 
Patrick Henry declined; supported life tenure for President; left the convention 
in early August and did not sign the Constitution

Å Edmund Randolph: born in Williamsburg; attended W&M; Williamsburg Mayor; 
Virginia Governor; did not sign Constitution

Å George Washington 
Å George Wythe: Williamsburg resident; became mayor; speaker of House of 

Delegates; first dean of W&M Law School; played an insignificant role at 
Convention, left early and did not sign the Constitution

Å John Blair: born in Williamsburg; W&M grad; attended the Constitutional 
Convention religiously but never spoke; buried in graveyard of Bruton Parish 
Church





Ratification!

ÅConvention ended (September 17, 1787)
ÅDelaware - first to ratify (December 7, 1787)
ÅNew Hampshire - 9th state (June 21, 1788) 
Å4 days later, Virginia ratified it (June 25, 1788)
ÅElectoral College convenes (February 4, 1789)
ÅConstitution takes effect & 1st U.S. Congress 

convenes (March 4, 1789)
ÅRhode Island finally ratified (May 29, 1790)



Who could vote in first U.S. presidential 
election (1788-1789)?

ÅOnly educated white male property owners (or with 
enough wealth for taxation) could vote in more than ¾ 
of the states; about 32 percent of Americans

ÅFreed black men could vote in 4 Northern states

ÅUnmarried women who owned property could vote in 
New Jersey-until 1807

ÅAbout 12% of the population voted: the 1790 Census 
counted a total population of 3 million with a free 
population of 2.4 million and 600,000 slaves



Property Requirements

Å 7 in 10 Americans legally barred from voting 
at the outset of American history

Å In 1790, the first census year, more than ¾ of 
the states had some form of property 
ownership & payment of taxes required to 
vote.

Å Land ownership was still a requisite for voting 
in most states until 1850



10 Amendments!

Å 12 Amendments proposed (September 1789)

Å Amendments 3 through 12 (Bill of Rights) 
ratified (December 15, 1791)

Å Article 2 became 27th Amendment (1992)

Å Article 1 that addresses the number of seats in 
the House (technically still pending!)



`

Words ñvote,ò ñvotedò &ñvotingò

ÅAppear 39 times throughout the Constitution and 
Amendments

ÅPhrase ñright to Vote" not specifically addressed in the 
original Constitution until Amendments 12, 14, 15, 17, 
19, 20, 25, and 26

ÅThe "right to vote" mentioned five times, all in 
Amendments 

ÅElection laws are the responsibility of each State.



Where are Voting Rights in the Constitution?

Å Article 1, Section 2 ï1788; portion changed by 14th Amendment

Å Article 1, Section 3 ï1788; portion changed by 17th Amendment

Å Article 1, Section 4 ï1788; elections run by states!!!

Å 12th Amendment ï1804 ïelection of president & VP

Å 14th Amendment ï1868 ïcitizenship rights

Å 15th Amendment ï1870 ïvoting not denied by race

Å 17th Amendment ï1913 ïsenators elected by popular vote

Å 19th Amendment ï1920 ïwomen suffrage  

Å 23rd Amendment ï1961 ïpresidential vote for DC residents

Å 24th Amendment ï1964  - abolition of poll taxes

Å 26th Amendment ï1971 ïright to vote at age 18



Election Administration by the States

Å States have wide latitude in running elections.

Å In the 1700s and much of the 1800s, each state set its own date 
for elections.

Å By 1830, religion and property requirements had been 
abolished in almost all state constitutions, although suffrage was 
still only guaranteed to white males over the age of 21.

Å Yet Congress can and does step in & PRE-EMPT state statutes



13th Amendment
Loophole
-slavery by another name

ñExcept as a punishment for crime whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted . . ò

ÅNine states ð Alabama, Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, Georgia, Mississippi, Florida, Tennessee 
and South Carolina ð used a convict leasing 
system after the Civil War

ÅAllowed states to deny the right to vote to felons



Disenfranchised in Florida?
Mea Culpa!
Å 1868 to 2018--anyone convicted of a felony in Florida barred from voting 

for life

Å Possible felonies: ñbehaving impudently,ò loitering, theft of agricultural 
products, trespassing; 533 different infractions defined as felonies now

Å 1878? 95% of Florida convicts were Black

Å 2016? 4.1 million disenfranchised (excluding murders & sexual abuse)

Å Current Florida Governor has reduced restorations by 99 percentðto 300 
people in last 8 years.

Å August 18, 2020: Appeals court hearing on restoring voting rights to 1.4 
million 





VOTER REGISTRATION

ÅWhen the Constitution was ratified, there was 
no such thing as voter registration.

Å Voter registration as we know it is not 
common in the rest of the world.

Å Every state requires voter registration except 
North Dakota.

Å Varies by state
Å 22 states now permit same-day registration;

Virginia in 2022




