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oWE THE PEOPLEO

CIVICS 101

The Fight for Voting Rights in America

- Past, present & future
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l LEAGUE OF Mary Ann Moxon & Sudie Watkins
*WOMEN VOTERS LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS A WILLIAMSBURG AREA



League - now 100
years strong

A More than 700
local and state
Leagues in all 50
states - as well as
iIn DC, the Virgin
Islands and Hong
Kong

A 14 local Leagues
In Virginia

A Men are members
too - since 1974
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100 YEARS STRONG

LEAGUE of
WOMEN VOTERS®

LWV

1920 - 2020




DATES TO REMEMBER T 1n Virginia

Tuesday, October 13, 2020 \ﬁ% 1

*Deadline to register to vote/update address Oted
*Same-day registration to be implemented 2022

Friday, October 23, 2020 by 5 p.m.
Deadline to request an absentee ballot to be MAILED TO YOU

Saturday, October 31, 2020 by 5 p.m.
Deadline to request absentee ballot IN PERSON

TUESDAY, November 3, 2020

GENERAL ELECTION DAY: Valid ID with name & address needed
Photo ID NO LONGER NEEDED
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What will we cover today? o,

The Fight for Voting Rights in America
Past, present & future

A W?_at the original 1787 Constitution included about
voting

A How amendments transformed voting rights through
the years

A Answer your questions, submit in Chat Box
Again. . . THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING!
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Benjamin Franklin understood
the power of voting

NThey who have
nor vote in electing of
representatives do not

enjoy liberty; but are

rather enslaved to those
who have votes



MYTH & FACTS

Myth:
A Americans were GIVEN their voting rights.

Facts:
A Americans have FOUGHT for their voting rights since

1787.
A Voting is NOT a privilege that states may observe at

their convenience.

A Founding Fathers were heavily influenced by John
Adams who believed that neither men without property
nor women should vote.
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Does our
democracy
come with
an
expiration
date?

-~

Democracy... while it lasts is more bloody than either
aristocracy or monarchy. Remember, democracy never
lasts long. It soon wastes, exhausts, and murders itself.
There is never a democracy that did not commit
suicide.

- John Adams
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National Constitution Center
Independence Mall, 525 Arch Street, Philadelphia PA

constitutioncenter.org

NATIONAL CONSTITUTION CENTER

Check out the INTERACTIVE CONSTITUTION on their
website and get on their em
Constitutiono offers both c

Interpretations.
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U.S. Constitutional Convention
Philadelphia; May 25 - September 17, 1787

A 55 delegates from 12 states (none from Rhode Island)
A Less than half arrived by two weeks after the start

A New Hampshire delegates arrived 2 months late

A Only 35 delegates attended on a typical day

A 21 were military officers of the American Revolution

A 34 were lawyers

A Benjamin Franklin oldest at 81

A 4 were in their 20s

A 29 held college degrees
A About 1/3 owned slaves
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“A democracy 1s
nothing more than
mob rule, where fifty-
one percent of the

people may take
away the rights of the
other forty-nine.”

-Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson certainly influenced the
Ideas included in the Constitution, but he did
NOT help write it. He was not there.
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Did you know that? . .. ?

A The U.S. Constitution is the oldest and shortest (7762
words) constitution in operation in the world.

A James Madison got credit for drafting the document, but 4
months of compromise hammered it out and it did NOT
have universal support from the delegates.

A Only 39 delegates, representing 12 states, remained
through the four months & signed the Constitution.

A5 of the states were fislave s
about 35% of the population of those states, so this
convention did NOT end slavery.

A 38 states allowed non-citizens to vote at some point-until
1996
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Rule of Secrecy

by Matt Wuerker

The Closed-Door Constitutional Convention
reprinted from Peter Kellman’s Building Unions (2001)
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Williamsburg well-represented at Convention

doutof 7Vi rgi ni aods

F o(ia Imwk) n g

A James Madison: spoke more than 150 times during the Convention; rarely

absent; the preeminent figure at the convention

A George Mason: one of five most frequent speakers at the Convention; did not

sign the Constitution

A James McClurg: born near Hampton; W&M grad; attended Convention when

T> T>

Patrick Henry declined; supported life tenure for President; left the convention
in early August and did not sign the Constitution

Edmund Randolph: born in Williamsburg; attended W&M; Williamsburg Mayor;
Virginia Governor; did not sign Constitution

George Washington

George Wythe: Williamsburg resident; became mayor; speaker of House of
Delegates; first dean of W&M Law School; played an insignificant role at
Convention, left early and did not sign the Constitution

John Blair: born in Williamsburg; W&M grad; attended the Constitutional
Convention religiously but never spoke; buried in graveyard of Bruton Parish
Church
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On the erettion of the Eleventh PILL AR of the grear 7.

tionil DOME, we beg leave moff fincerely to felicitate ** OUR DEAR COUNT: © ’
Rife it '
A . 'lno-‘

SF N -

' &5 The foundation -

good—it mey yet
be SAVED.

| Baet, - e ,
J Std The FEDERAL EDIFICE.
| * ELEVEN STARS, in quick fucceffion rife— A

ELEVEN COLUMNS f{trike our wond'ring eyes,
Soon o'er the wbele, thall fwell the beauteous DOME,
COLUMBIA’s boaft—and FREEDOM'’s hallow’d home.
Here fhall the ARTS in glorious fplendour fhine !
! And AGRICULTURE give her tlores divine !
COMMERCE refin’d, difpenfe us more than gold,
And this new world, teach WISDOM to the old=—
RELIGION here fhall fix her blefl abode,
Array’d in mildnc/s, like its parent GOD !
JUSTICE and LAW, fhall endlefs PEACE maintain,
And the ** SATURNIAN AGE,"” return agaia,

“The Federal Pillars,” from The Massachusetts Centinel, August 2, 1789, via Library of Congress.

The Massachusetts Centinel ran a series of cartoons depicting the ratification of the Constitution. Each vertical pillar represents a state that has

ratified the new government. In this cartoon, North Carolina’s pillar is being guided into place (it would vote for ratification in November 1789).

Rhode Island’s pillar, however, is crumbling and shows the uncertainty of the vote there.
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g - Done
I
RatIfICathﬂ. Deal

A Convention ended (September 17, 1787)

A Delaware - first to ratify (December 7, 1787)

A New Hampshire - 9th state (June 21, 1788)

A 4 days later, Virginia ratified it (June 25, 1788)

A Electoral College convenes (February 4, 1789)

A Constitution takes effect & 15t U.S. Congress
convenes (March 4, 1789)

A Rhode Island finally ratified (May 29, 1790)
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Who could vote in first U.S. presidential
election (1788-1789)?

A Only educated white male property owners (or with
enough wealth for taxation) could vote in more than %
of the states; about 32 percent of Americans

A Freed black men could vote in 4 Northern states

A Unmarried women who owned property could vote in
New Jersey-until 1807

A About 12% of the population voted: the 1790 Census
counted a total population of 3 million with a free
population of 2.4 million and 600,000 slaves
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Property Requirements & pee.

A 7in 10 Americans Ie_gaIIK_barred from voting
at the outset of American history

A In 1790, the first census year, more than % of
the states had some form of property
ownership & payment of taxes required to

vote.

A Land ownership was still a requisite for voting
In most states until 1850

W



10 Amendments!

A 12 Amendments proposed (September 1789)

A Amendments 3 through 12 (Bill of Rights)
ratiflied (December 15, 1791)

A Article 2 became 27t Amendment (1992)

A Article 1 that addresses the number of seats in
the House (technically still pending!)
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Words nvoté&,vaotn

A Appear 39 times throughout the Constitution and
Amendments

APhr ase ir i mphspecificaly addressed in the
original Constitution until Amendments 12, 14, 15, 17,
19, 20, 25, and 26

A The "right to vote" mentioned five times, all in
Amendments

A Election laws are the responsibility of each State.

L LEAGUE oF
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Where are Voting Rights in the Constitution?

Article 1, Section 21 1788; portion changed by 14" Amendment
Article 1, Section 37 1788; portion changed by 17" Amendment
Article 1, Section 41 1788; elections run by states!!!

12t Amendment i 1804 i election of president & VP

14t Amendment i 1868 1 citizenship rights

151" Amendment i 187071 voting not denied by race

17t Amendment i 19131 senators elected by popular vote
19t Amendment i 19207 women suffrage

23" Amendment i 1961 7 presidential vote for DC residents
24" Amendment 7 1964 - abolition of poll taxes

26" Amendment T 19717 right to vote at age 18

W
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Election Administration by the States

A States have wide latitude in running elections.

A In the 1700s and much of the 1800s, each state set its own date
for elections.

A By 1830, religion and property requirements had been
abolished in almost all state constitutions, although suffrage was
still only guaranteed to white males over the age of 21.

A Yet Congress can and does step in & PRE-EMPT state statutes

W



13th Amendment

Scetion 1. Neither shacry nor mvoluntarny

13t Amendment
Loophole |

I inted States, or auy plce sabject 4o their

-slavery by another name % g

Scction 2, Congross shall lave poner 1o en-
force this article by appropmate legishsion,

Ic:ep as a puni shme

t nt fo
I have been duly convi

X

a

Ine states & Alabama, Texas, Louisiana,

Arkansas, Georgla, Mississippi, Florida, Tennessee
|

and South Carolina 0 used a convict leasing
system after the Civil War

A Allowed states to deny the right to vote to felons
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Disenfranchised in Florida?
Mea Culpal

A 1868 to 2018--anyone convicted of a felony in Florida barred from voting
for life

A Possible felonies: fAbehaving i mpuden:
products, trespassing; 533 different infractions defined as felonies now

A 18787 95% of Florida convicts were Black
A 201672 4.1 million disenfranchised (excluding murders & sexual abuse)

A Current Florida Governor has reduced restorations by 99 percentd to 300
people in last 8 years.

A August 18, 2020: Appeals court hearing on restoring voting rights to 1.4
million

W



THE 14TH AMENDMENT

Section 1

ALL PERSONS BORN OR NATURALIZED IN THE
UNITED STATES, and subject to the jurisdiction
thereof, are CITIZENS of the United States and of the
State wherein they reside. No State shall make or
enforce any law which shall abridge the PRIVILEGES
OR IMMUNITIES of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or
property, without DUE PROCESS of law; nor deny to
any person within its jurisdiction the EQUAL

NATIONAL

consTITUTION = PROTECTION OF THE LAWS.

CENTER




REGISTER

VOTER REGISTRATION Tovore!

A When the Constitution was ratified, there was
no such thing as voter registration.

A Voter registration as we know it is not
common Iin the rest of the world.

A Every state requires voter registration except
North Dakota.

A Varies by state

A 22 states now permit same-day registration;
Virginia in 2022

W




Iy



